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Pirkei Avos Unit: 
Perek Gimmel-Simcha  

By Chaim and Chaya Baila Wolf Brooklyn Teacher Center of Torah 
Umesorah 

Created by Mrs. Shaindy Fleischman 
 

Grade Level: Early Childhood 
 
Description: 
Students will learn to express the simcha feeling with happy smiling faces. This 
comprehensive lesson plan guides the teacher with discussion ideas and 
practice exercises. At the end of the unit, students create a take home book that 
reminds them of what they learned. This is the Perek Gimmel section of a 
complete Pirkei Avos curriculum for early childhood students. The other perakim 
of this Pirkei Avos curriculum can be found by doing a detailed search with the 
keywords “Pirkei Avos Unit” and the contributor “Torah Umesorah Chaim and 
Chaya Baila Wolf Teacher Center”. 
 
What to download 

 Download the print-ready PDF file (includes lesson plan/instructions). 

 OPTIONAL: Download the Publisher files for the two versions of the take 
home book in an editable format (do not include lesson plan/instructions). 

 

Please note: When choosing an editable file, depending on the version of the 
program that you are using, and the fonts that you have, the document may 
not appear exactly as it was originally intended and/or it may not exactly 
match the PDF that we provide. 

 
Goals/Objectives: 
Students will practice having positive thoughts for different scenarios. 
 
Materials Needed: 

 Refer to the lesson plan 
 
Instructions: 

1. Print the book double sided. Students draw a face on one side on the 
page. Glue a mirror to the opposite side of the page (where indicated).   
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A Lesson on Greeting Others בשמחה 
הוי מקבל את כל אדם בשמחה': גפרק   

By Chaim and Chaya Baila Wolf Brooklyn Teacher Center of Torah Umesorah 

 
 

Grade Level:  

Early Childhood 

 

Educational Goals/Objectives: 

Students will show an understanding of the משנה in הוי מקבל את כל אדם בשמחה, :פרקי אבות  greeting 

everyone with a smile by greeting the visitors that enter the classroom.  

 

Anticipatory Set: 

Teacher picks up two emotion pictures, one of a child’s smiling face and another of a child’s sad face. 

Teacher asks the class, “How would you like somebody to greet you, with a face like this or with a face 

like this?”  

Teacher can count the amount of kids raising their hand for each picture and write it onto a labeled 

chart. 

Point out to the students that most children like to be greeted by someone with a happy face. “Why?” 

Discuss with the class how each of these faces make you feel. 

 

(A great set of pictures to use for this activity is “Face Me” by Baila Gluck, available in your local book 

store.) 

 

Tell the Objective: 

Today we will learn what פרקי אבות tells us is the right way to greet people. At the end of this lesson you 

will prove that you know how to greet others in a nice way. When somebody will walk into this 

classroom I will give you a sign. When you see that signal, you will stop what you are doing and greet 

that person with a smile, a happy face. 

 

Input: 

 Teacher introduces a new word –  means שמחה .Teacher writes the word on the board. שמחה

happiness. Simcha is a feeling. Feelings are inside of us, it is something that you cannot see but 

we can show it on our face. Do you know how we can show simcha? By smiling. Teacher 

models שמחה by smiling. She asks the class, “Show me simcha.” The class smiles. The 

opposite of happy is sad. Sadness is also a feeling that’s inside and can be seen on the face. 

Teacher models a sad face. She asks the class, “Show me the opposite of simcha,” the class 

frowns. 
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Teacher gives each student a circle. On one side is a smiley face and on the reverse side is a 

sad face. Teacher calls up one student. When that student says ‘simcha’ the students present 

their smiley face, when she says ‘not simcha’ the students flip their smiley face to the sad face. 

 Teacher picks up a mirror and has the students look into it. She asks the class, “What do you 

see when you look into a mirror?  

You see a reflection of yourself. If you are smiling, you see yourself smiling in the mirror and if 

you make a funny face you see that in the mirror. What you see in the mirror is what the people 

around you see all the time. Every person likes to see others with a simcha face.  

Do you know what happens when somebody smiles to another person?” 

Teacher goes around the room and smiles to each child individually. Each child will smile back 

to morah. When we smile to one person we make them smile. That causes a chain reaction, 

they smile to another person and make that person happy too.  

Create a “Simcha Paper Chain” with the class. A link gets added to the chain each time 

somebody smiles to another person, and that person returns a smile.  

 When we greet others, we should do so with a smile! “What are some of the times we can greet 

others?  

When we get up in the morning, when we go into class, when the father comes home….” 

Teacher writes down all students answers.  

Teacher models a greeting from the list in two ways, with and without a smile. “Which greeting 

did you like better?” Teacher will repeat each greeting and students will raise their hand by the 

greeting of their choice. 

Now we will practice greeting others with a smile. Each student will turn to a partner and say: 

“Hello, how are you?” She will say so with a smile on her face. 

 “Today we will experiment and keep a chart. Each time a person responds to our simcha 

greetings with a smile we will put a mark on our chart!” 

 The משנה tells us, הוי מקבל את כל אדם בשמחה. The word כל means all. A person should greet 

everyone בשמחה no matter who they are. Let’s come up with a list of people that we can greet 

with a smile.  

 

Guided Practice: 

When somebody walks into the classroom the teacher will signal to the students and they will all greet 

the visitor with a smile and a “Hello.” 

Teacher will add a link to the Simcha Chain. 

 

Closure: 

Students will draw an expression of שמחה in their Take Home Book. 

 

 

 

 



Paste mirror here. 

Draw a שמחה face here: 



הוי מקבל 
 את כל 
אדם 

 בשמחה
 ג:טז



Paste mirror here. 

 מאל א שמחה פנים דא:



הוי מקבל 
 את כל 
אדם 

 בשמחה
 ג:טז


