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Pirkei Avos Unit: 
Perek Alef-Dan L’Kaf Zechus  

By Chaim and Chaya Baila Wolf Brooklyn Teacher Center of Torah Umesorah 
Created by Mrs. Shaindy Fleischman 

 

Grade Level: Early Childhood 
 
Description: 
Make the concept of Dan L’Kaf Zechus tangible to the preschool children by explaining the 
connection between thoughts and feelings. This comprehensive lesson plan gives the teacher 
with all the necessary information and practice exercises. A closure activity is included with the 
students creating and using Dan L’Kaf Zechus glasses. Students also create a take home 
book that reminds them of what they learned. Please note: The clipart images are copyright by 
Yoni Gerstein and can only be used as part of this material. 
This is the Perek Alef section of a complete Pirkei Avos curriculum for early childhood 
students. The other perakim of this Pirkei Avos curriculum can be found by doing a detailed 
search for the keywords “Pirkei Avos Unit” and the contributor “Torah Umesorah Chaim and 
Chaya Baila Wolf Teacher Center”.  
 
What to download 

 Download the print-ready PDF file (includes lesson plan/instructions). 

 OPTIONAL: Download the editable Publisher files of the two versions of the take home 
book (do not include lesson plan/instructions). 

 

Please note: When choosing an editable file, depending on the version of the program that 
you are using, and the fonts that you have, the document may not appear exactly as it was 
originally intended and/or it may not exactly match the PDF that we provide. 

 
Materials Needed: 

 Refer to the lesson plan 
 
Instructions: 

1. Choose which book you would like to use (the picture of boys playing or the picture of 
girls playing).  

2. Print the first two pages of the book double sided on cardstock. 
3. Print the page with the “Glasses” rectangle on cardstock. 
4. Print the page with the picture on paper or cardstock. 
5. Students cut out the “Glasses” rectangle and paste three sides of it to the book so that it 

forms a pocket. They keep their plastic/die-cut glasses in this pocket. 
6. Students color in the picture, cut it out and paste it in the book where indicated. 
7. Fold the book in half. 
8. Optional: Put a piece of color tape down the spine of the book. Use a different color of 

tape for each Perek.  
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A Lesson on דן לכף זכות  
הוי דן את כל האדם לכף זכות': אפרק   

By Chaim and Chaya Baila Wolf Brooklyn Teacher Center of Torah Umesorah 

 
 

Grade Level:  

Early Childhood 

 

Educational Goals/Objectives: 

At the end of the lesson, students will prove their comprehension of the concept of judging others 

favorably as understood from the הוי דן את כל האדם לכף זכות,  :משנה by coming up with a positive thought 

for a seemingly negative scenario.   

 

Anticipatory Set: 

Teacher shows the class a picture portraying a negative scenario and 

asks the class to describe what they see in the picture.  

 

Input: 

 Teacher puts on a thinking expression and tell the class: “Do you know what I am thinking 

now? I am now thinking about the delicious supper that I will eat tonight.  

Teacher explains the concept of thoughts to students. Thoughts take place in our brain, in our 

head, it is something that we cannot see. Every person thinks at all times. Sometimes we think 

about ____ and sometimes we think about _____. “(Teacher gives some examples.)  

“Who can tell me what they are thinking now?” Students respond with answers of their own. 

 Sometimes we think positive thoughts, these are good thoughts like a wedding, a new toy, a 

nice dress…, sometimes we think negative thoughts, these are not such good thoughts like 

when we think about the time when we hurt ourselves, or if we think not good things about a 

person because of something they did…  

Teacher asks students to come up with some positive and negative thoughts 

and writes their answers onto a chart. 

Teacher lists some more positive and negative thoughts. Students clap each 

time they hear a positive thought and they stamp each time they hear a 

negative thought. 

 We think in our head and we feel in our heart. Our head and heart are 

connected.  

Teacher models this concept using a paper towel roll. Whatever we put into the roll comes out 

from the other side. Teacher throws a little ball into the roll. The top of the roll is like our brain. 

Our thoughts cause us to feel a certain way and influence the way we act. 

Positive Negative 
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Teacher draws a picture of a girl on the board and draws a thought bubble near the girl. 

Teacher writes a thought into the thought bubble. 

For example:  

“Wow! She shared her snack with me!” How do we feel? We feel loved, we feel good. Teacher 

draws a heart in the center of the girl and writes the feeling. 

Or, “She took away my snack!” (Teacher writes this thought into the thought bubble.) How do 

we feel? Angry. (Teacher writes this feeling into the heart.) 

Now, what if we had another thought, a positive thought. (Teacher draws another thought 

bubble near the first one and writes another thought.) “Oh, maybe she thought it was her 

snack.” How do you feel now? Teacher changes the feeling in the heart from angry to happy. 

Teacher gives some more examples. 

 The משנה teaches us: הוי דן את כל האדם לכף זכות; we need to judge others favorably. That 

means thinking positive thoughts about others even when it seems like they are doing 

something wrong. When we change our negative thoughts to positive thoughts like we just did 

several times, we are being דן לכף זכות. 

 Teacher takes out a pair of glasses. “These are our דן לכף זכות glasses!”  These glasses will 

help us “look” for a positive thought.  

Teacher tells another story in which a child does something wrong. When the teacher puts on 

the glasses, students will come up with דן לכף זכות thoughts on this story. 

Teacher will practice this with the class a few times using different scenarios each time. 

 Teacher gives each child a pair of glasses. (Can be plastic glasses or paper die-cut.) Teacher 

says different statements that may or may not be דן לכף זכות statements. When students hear a 

 .statement, they put their glasses on דן לכף זכות

 

Chant:  

(Tune: I’m a little teapot…) 

To be דן לכף זכות is a מדה we must learn,  

So put your glasses on and a מצוה you will earn.  

Change your thoughts to positive, only look that way, 

And you will be much happier every single day. 

  

 

Closure:  

Teacher will show the picture to the class again and ask each student what she sees in the picture 

when “looking with her דן לכף זכות glasses.” Students will paste the picture into their Take Home Book. 
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