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1) Who or what determines ethical behavior?

2) Which was first, the Torah or the world?

3) What does Hashem want from us?
Ethics of the Fathers Chapter 3, Mishnah 12

4) eza izpkye ycwn il eyre" 'g weqt 'dk wxt-dnexz zyxtmk"
Exodus- Chapter 25, posuk 8
 "And they shall make for me a Sanctuary and I will dwell among you (p)"
a. Shouldn't the posuk read "in it"?

b. What is a "Mikdash"- Sanctuary?

c. Is the order of the posuk correct?

5) Interpersonal relationships

6) When do we know if we have done enough in life?

7) Chapter 4, Mishnah 1
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1)  When do we know if we have done enough in life?
Chapter 5, Mishna 22

Is it possible to be happy?
 rmipi y  mipii  micxmilb

3) Chapter 4, Mishna 1
- Who is wise?

- Growth from others and from things
- Who is strong?

 - What is the yetzer hora?
- Who is rich?

-  xye` vs. xyer,  Fortunate vs. Wealth
-Who is honored?

- Tzelem Elokim, man was created in the image of G-d
If you had a choice of one of the above qualities which would you
prefer?

4)  What is honor?
-  ceak  =  cak  ,   honor = heavy

5) Chapter 4, Mishna 2
- Why doesn't the Mishna differentiate between an lenient sin and

a strict sin?

-  on gxeae"d"dxiar   -"and flee from the sin"
Which sin?

- Individuality/ The Ten Commandments
- Numbers 27:15-23

- Permissible sin
-Deuteronomy 13:13-19 ", The wayward city "

6) "and flee from sin"
-Is it not obvious?

"for one mitzvah leads to another mitzvah, and one sin leads to
another sin" 

2)

7)
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- Is that the only reason not to sin?
- Aseres Hadibros (The Ten Commandments)`
- Wrestling match

Attitude / Relationships
1) Chapter 4, Mishna 3- "Do not be scornful of any person"

- Midrash Rabbah- 
"Just as I need the fruit-bearing trees, so do I need the barren trees."

- Modeh Ani- Hope/confidence

2) "Do not be disdainful of anything"
- Psalm 34

    xäc̈ (thing)= (words) x¥A ¦c
"There is no word that does not have its place"
- Psalm 34 

"The Baal Shem Tov taught that every person is allotted a given
number of words during his life. When he has used up his quota, he
dies. Thus, by guarding his tongue, one assures himself of longevity."

Attitude / Relationships
1) "You are in control !! "

-dxiga-Free will?
-The Maimonides question

How is it possible to have dxiga, when Hashem knows everything that
you are going to do?

2) Why does what the other person does bother you?
"A person who stands for nothing will fall for anything"- Rabbi Feuer

3) Leviticus 19:14-18 
"You shall love your fellow as yourself"- Is it possible?

Maimonides
Talmud Yerushalmi

3



                      c"qaPirkei AvotEthics of the Fathers
Rabbi Eliyahu Tendler

Commitment
1) Chapter 4, Mishna 6 
-clei lnrl mc`  Man was created to toil - Job 5:7

l  cenlr   ln   zplzeyr
2) "In order"-  For what purpose do you study Torah?

-R' Yonah of Gerodna
- dnyl `ly- Is it good to do mitzvot for self interest?

3) "In the path that one wants  to walk, G-D leads him"
Practice what you preach
Talmud-  Tractate Succah 
Make yourself honest before you attempt to make others honest.
4) Ethics from Sinai by Irving M. Bunim
"But whether a person can devote all or little of his time to Torah
study, our text connotes that Judaism values it as a preparation for
teaching and fulfilling precepts, and not as a sterile end in itself.
There is certainly no room in our ancestral religious life for the
maskil, the egghead or ex-prodigy, who enjoys the keen stimulation of
Talmud study over a good cigar on the Sabbath."
5) Chapter 4, Mishna 7
"Do not make the Torah a crown for self-glorification"

Juxtaposition with previous Mishna
6) Do not separate yourself from the community

-Hashem 
-Moshe Rabbeinu
-Rabbi Yehuda Hanasi
-Gulf war \ Holocaust
-Going to synagogue (Sefardi/Ashkenazi)

7) Chapter 4,  Mishnayot 21-22
"He who prepares on the eve of Shabbos will eat on Shabbos."

- Educating your children
The Mashgiach D'kamenitz- Rav Hutner

Talmud Eruvin 70b "The son is the knee of the father"
Why the Knee? Why not the leg?
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8) Chapter 4, Mishna 23
What you do is not the only important factor, it also matters when
and how you act.

-Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
"Do not seek to pacify your fellow in his hour of anger"etc...
From where do we know all these ways of acting? 

-Hashem and  Moses
9) Chapter 4, Mishna 1
'Know whence you came , whither you go , and before Whom you will
give justification and reckoning.'
10) Numbers 5:10

'A man's holies shall be his, and what a man gives the Kohen
shall be his.'

- Parable  of the Chofetz Chaim  -The Three friends
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