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Ilan Ilan:  
Two Meshalim about Trees 

By Torah Umesorah Los Angeles Teachers Center 
By Mrs. Libby Engel 

 

Grade Level: Elementary, Middle School 
 
Description: 
These sheets discuss two meshalim about trees that bring out important lessons 
for your students.  The first mashal explains that the best bracha that can be 
given to a beautiful, healthy tree is that the fruits that he produces should be just 
like him.  (Teachers and students may recognize this mashal from the famous 
“Ilan Ilan” song.)  The second mashal is brought from Pirkei Avos where a person 
whose deeds are greater than his wisdom is compared to a tree with few 
branches but strong roots.  The tree and the man will be able to survive and 
thrive because of the strong roots and many deeds, respectively.  Use these 
meshalim to stress the importance of good deeds and to impress upon students 
that the best way to give nachas to their parents and to Hashem is to emulate 
their actions. 
 
What to download: 

 Download the print-ready PDF file (includes lesson plan/instructions). 

 OPTIONAL: Download the Publisher file for the editable document (does not 
include lesson plan). 

 

Please note: When choosing an editable file, depending on the version of the 
program that you are using, and the fonts that you have, the document may 
not appear exactly as it was originally intended and/or it may not exactly 
match the PDF that we provide. 

 
Goals/Objectives: 
Students will extract lessons from the meshalim.  They will learn the importance 
of good deeds and that the best way to give nachas to their parents and to 
Hashem is to emulate their actions. 
 
Instructions: 

1. Distribute the sheets. 
2. Read and discuss the first page together. 
3. Explain how students can give nachas to their parents by emulating them 

and that we can all give “nachas” to Hashem by emulating His ways and 
doing good deeds. 

4. Read and discuss the second mashal.  
5. Explain the importance of strong roots and of many maasim tovim.  
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Additional Tips: 
OPTIONAL: Play the Ilan Ilan song and teach your students the lyrics. 
 
Closure Assessment:  

1) Ask your students to make lists of ways they can emulate their parents 
and emulate Hashem. Encourage them to work on one action at a time. 

 
2) Instruct your students to perform and record at least one good deed a day, 

for a week, so that they can accrue “many maasim tovim.” 
 
 



 אילן אילן במה אברכך

 משל למה הדבר דומה,

 לאדם שהיה הולך במדבר והיה רעב ועייף וצמא.

 ומצא אילן שפירותיו מתוקים, וצילו נאה, ואמת המים עוברת תחתיו.

 אכל מפירותיו ושתה ממימיו וישב בצילו. 

 וכשביקש ללכת אמר:

 אילן אילן במה אברכך?

 אם אומר לך שיהיו פירותיך מתוקים, הרי פירותיך מתוקים!

שיהא צילך נאה, הרי צילך נאה!-  

שתהא אמת המים עוברת תחתיך, הרי אמת המים עוברת תחתיך!-  

 אלא יהי רצון שכל נטיעות שנוטעים ממך יהיו כמותך!

 

 (מסכת תענית)

 A mashal is told. Once there was a man walking from one town to another dis-

tant town. The day was very hot and on the way he became ill from hot sun and ex-

haustion. He continued on his way, but soon felt he could no longer go on. As he 

looked up he noticed a tall, beautiful tree not too far in the distance.  

  He slowly made his way towards the tree and as he approached it he realized 

that this was just what he needed to revive him. He quickened his pace and fell, ex-

hausted, under the plentiful green leaves of the tall proud tree. Near the tree was a 

stream.  

 After he had rested for a few minutes under the protective shade of the majes-

tic tree and drank from the sweet water of the stream, he turned to the tree and 

said: “ How can I thank you for providing me with such wonderful shade and com-

fort? I would like to bentch you, but with what ברכה? You are already a tall and 

beautiful tree with green plentiful leaves. It would be useless to bentch you with 

these things! I know, I will bench you that from your seed come many more such 

beautiful and majestic trees”.  

  



 The nimshal: We too, can give nachas to our parents, who already have so 

many good qualities, by trying to be like them and learning Torah and mitzvos.  We 

can also give “nachas” to Hashem, who made and owns the whole world, by walk-

ing in Hashem’s ways, learning Torah, and doing mitzvos. 

 It says in Pirkei Avos (Perek Gimmel, Mishna Chaf Beis) 

כל שמעשיו מרבים מחכמתו למה הוא דומה? לאילן שענפיו מעטין ”

“ושרשיו מרבין  

 This compares a person to a tree. The Mishna explains that a person whose 

deeds are greater than his wisdom is like a tree with few branches but deep strong 

roots. The roots are what make the tree strong and able to stand up against wind 

and storms etc.…  

Such a tree, with deep strong roots will survive for a long time and thrive.  

 We Jews should strive to be like those trees with strong roots. Our commit-

ment and devotion to Torah and “Maasim Tovim” through mitzvos should be strong 

so that we will continue to survive and so that Hashem, our Creator, will receive His 

deserved “ nachas” from us.  


