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13 Lessons Klal Yisroel Can Learn 
from Trees 

By Torah Umesorah Los Angeles Teachers Center 
By Mrs. Libby Engel 

Graphics by Sarah Esther Tolwin 
 

Grade Level: Middle School, High School 
 
Description: 
There are so many ways that Klal Yisroel can glean inspiration from trees!  
These graphically appealing sheets describe 13 of those ways.  These lessons 
describe and encourage the growth and endurance of Klal Yisroel, the potential 
of each Jew, and our tenacity during galus and difficult times.  This is one 
example of how the Niiflaos Haborei provide endless insight, if we only take the 
time to reflect upon them!  
 
What to download: 

 Download the print-ready PDF file (includes lesson plan/instructions).  
 
Goals/Objectives: 
Students will gain insight from comparisons between trees and Klal Yisroel.  
They will apply these lessons to their lives. 
 
Instructions: 

1. Distribute the sheets. 
2. Read and discuss the lessons together. 

  
Additional Tips: 
OPTIONAL: Teach students the song “Eitz Chayim Hee.”  
 
Closure Assessment 

1) Students can create posters of trees and write the lessons on the 
branches. 

2) Students can illustrate one or a few of the lessons through art or through 
the written medium.  

 



TREES are created for the bene�t of others-they produce fruits for us to eat, 
     their leaves give o� oxygen, enabling us to breathe, their wood is used for building etc.

 So too, MAN is created to help others- עולם חסד יבנה.
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TREES produce many fruits and these fruits produce more fruits.
So too, YIDDEN ‘produce’ numerous מצוות and these מצוות bring more מצוות-

.מצוה גוררת מצוה
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3 TREES are always growing,
So too, YIDDEN should continuously grow spiritually.

4 TREES start o� as a small insigni�cant seed, yet can grow into something
great and special,

So too, MAN starts o� insigni�cant and with the proper nurturing can grow into
something great and special.

TREES need water to grow, without which, they will wither away,
 So too, YIDDEN need תורה, which is compared to water, to survive.
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7 A TREE during the winter, can look lifeless, yet underneath there is the latent potential
for a new tree.

So too, a YID may appear spiritually ‘lifeless’ yet he has latent potential which can grow
into a wonderful ‘עובד ה. 

6
TREES during the cold, dark winter look lifeless, yet in summer are beautiful and thriving.

So too, ט”ו בשבט is during the winter to teach us hope. In the cold dark כלל ישראל ,גלות
are not �ourishing and blossoming as they are capable of. However, when משיח comes

we will be beautiful and thriving.  ט”ו בשבט is the same גמטריא as חשך.

כי האדם עץ השדה
13 Lessons We Can Learn From ט”ו שבט:



TREES go through seasons-blossoming, producing, fading, blossoming,
producing, fading etc.,

So too, MAN has productive times and non-productive times- To err is human.
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A TREE that is well rooted, can weather many storms, 
 So too, a YID that is well rooted in his אמונה and בטחון can withstand the many

storms that life may bring.
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10 After a TREE no longer produces fruit, one can have bene�t from its wood for
years to come.

So too, a YID, even after he is נפטר, can live on and bring bene�t to the world through
his מעשים, accomplishments and lessons he taught.

When the sun is close, its warmth helps the TREES grow, but when the sun is distant-in
the winter- the tree becomes lifeless and barren.

So too, a YID when he is warmed by the אש התורה, can grow and produce, but when he 
distances himself from the אש התורה he becomes unproductive and ‘fruitless’.
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12 A TREE gathers nutrients from the ground. The ground looks unheathy and unwholesome, 
yet a tree know how to draw from it, for its growth. 

So too, many experiences in life don’t look healthy or bene�cial for us. A YID, must realize
that even in the bleakest situation, there is what to be gained, to enable his growth in 

.עבודת ה‘
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And Finally:

עץ חיים היא 
למחזיקים בה


