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It Wasn’t So Long Ago: 
Conceptualizing the Passage of 

Time and the Mesorah 
By Rabbi Zvi Zobin 

 
Grade Level: Middle School, High School 
 
Description: 
A short article to help students understand that the relative distance between 
them and their early ancestors is not that great. This is achieved by comparing 
the distance in time to a span of years with which they can relate and expounding 
upon them. After reading this piece students will no longer consider Matan Torah, 
or even Briyas Ha’olam to be so very, very long ago. Use this article as part of an 
introduction to a Historia class or when discussing the passing of the Mesora. 
Available with a concise lesson plan as a non-editable PDF, or without the lesson 
plan as an editable Word document. 
 
Goals/Objectives: 
Students will feel a close link to their predecessors and to the Torah which they 
transmitted by gaining perspective about the amount of time which elapsed 
between each era. 
 
Instructions: 

1. Read through the piece. 
2. Decide how you would like to present the information. (You can read it 

together in class, discuss it orally, or have students read it on their own.) 
3. Ask students for feedback as to how this article makes them feel about 

the Mesorah and/or their connection to Gedolim of yesteryear. 
 
Additional Tips: 
It is recommended to use a timeline when discussing this piece. 



It wasn't so long ago  

 

No-one can convince us that the Chofetz Chaim was a legendary character. 
Even though very few of us ever met him, we all know of him through people 
who we know who did meet him, through his seforim and through his fame.  

On Simchas Torah, little five-year-old Moshe was dancing with the Rosh 
Yeshiva. The Rosh Yeshiva once visited the Chofetz Chaim. So when Moshe 
will himself be an old man, he will be able to tell his little great-grand children 
that he knew that Rosh Yeshiva who himself knew the Chofetz Chaim. Moshe 
will be spanning a period back to the Chofetz Chaim, who was born about 250 
years before then. Through Moshe, those little children "know" the Chofetz 
Chaim. No one will be able to convince them that he was a legendary figure 
because, through Moshe, they know that we all knew of him.  

It's the same with us - like Moshe's great-grandchildren "know" the Chofetz 
Chaim, we "know" the Vilna Gaon, who lived about 250 years ago.  

That means that like we "know" the Vilna Gaon, the Vilna Gaon "knew" 
Rabbainu Ovadia miBartenura, who lived about 250 years before him. So, like 
we "know" Rabbainu Ovadia miBartenura who lived about 500 years ago, 
Rabbainu Ovadia miBartenura himself "knew" the Gaonim, who lived about 
500 years before him, about 1000 years ago.  

Now, the Tannaim lived about 1000 years before the Gaonim, before and after 
the destruction of the Second Bais Hamikdosh. So the Gaonim "knew" the 
Tannaim, like we "know" the Gaonim.  

That means that like we "know" the Tannaim, the Tannaim "knew" the Ovos, 
who lived about 2000 years before them. And Odom and Chava died only a few 
hundred years before Avrohom was born.  

So we can tell our children that we really do know about our history, because 
it was all - not so long ago!  

 


