
Gedolim Stories with Pictures 
 

Grade Level: Middle Elementary 
 
Description: 
A collection of inspiring and uplifting stories about a cross-section of Gedolim, 
spanning the Rishonim period until modern times. A picture of each gadol 
accompanies most of the stories.  The stories and pictures can be compiled into 
a gedolim book or can be distributed individually.   
 
Goals/Objectives: 
Students will identify different gedolim and be able to tell over stories about each 
one. 
 
Materials Needed: 

• composition notebook 
• glue 
• scissors 

 
Instructions: 

1. Present each gadol and possibly give a brief historical background. 
2. Have students cut out the stories and the large-size pictures.  
3. Paste one story on one page of the notebook. 
4. Paste the picture of the corresponding gadol on the opposite page. 
5. Continue until the notebook is full of stories and pictures. 

 
Variations: 

• Design a cover for the Gedolim notebook. 
• Play a memory game using laminated pictures of the gedolim.  Students 

need to turn over the picture and either identify the gadol or match the 
picture with his name. 

• Give out one gadol story and picture at a time, possibly once a week.  
Discuss the gadol and his special middos with the class. 
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Rabbi Yitzchak Elchonon Spector 
(1817 - 1896)  
 
Rabbi Yitzchak Elchonon 
Spector was the Rabbi in 
the city of Kovna and 
because of this he was 
called the Kovna Rav. R’ 
Yitzchak Elchonon was 
known throughout the 
whole world as a great 
rabbi. People sent Torah 
questions to him from 
everywhere and many 
people traveled to Kovna to 
have him help solve their problems because everyone 
knew how much he loved Jewish people. 
 
One time Rav Yitzchak Elchonon was helping two 
men who had an argument. At the same time Rav 
Yitzchak Elchonon was waiting to hear if his favorite 
if his favorite talmid Yaacov would have to go to the 
army. He hoped he would not because in the army they 
do not let you learn Torah or keep mitzvos. Suddenly, 
while Rav Yitzchak Elchonon was helping the two 
men with the argument, a boy opened the door and 
said, “Rabbi, we just found out that Yaacov does not 
have to go in the army! Such good news. Thank you 
for telling me.” A few minutes later another boy 
opened t he door and said “Rabbi. Yaacov does not 
have to go to the army.” Rav Yitzchak Elchonon did 
not want to tell him that he already knew because he 
wanted the boy to be happy so he said, “Boruch 

Hashem! What good news! Thank you for telling me.” 
A few minutes later it happened again and the again. 
Each time Rav Yitzchak Elchonon interrupted himself 
to show how happy he was even though he already 
heard the news. Each one of the boys had rushed to be 
the one to make him happy so he did not want make 
any of them sad. That is why Rav Yitzchak Elchonon 
was known as a man who was a great gadol who 
would never make anyone feel sad. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rabbi Aharon Kotler  
1895-1963 
 
Rabbi Aharon Kotler was a 
great Rosh Yeshiva in 
Europe. Then the rashaim 
called Nazis, came and 
everybody had to run away. 
Reb Aharon came to 
America and started a new 
Yeshiva in Lakewood, New 
Jersey. Soon, more and more 
bachurim came to join his 
Yeshiva. Even after Reb 
Aharon died, the Yeshiva 
continued to grow and today 
it is the biggest Yeshiva in 
the world. 
 
Reb Aharon was a very big Talmid Chacham. When 
he gave a shiur, the talmidim would review it for many 
hours because the he said were so important. Reb 
Aharon was also sensitive to everybody’s feelings. 
One time, it was Yom Kippur and a man had come to 
daven in the yeshiva in Lakewood. During the 
afternoon, the man wasn’t feeling well, so he went to 
lay down. The most special part of Yom Kippur is the 
Neilah when they blow the shofar and Yom Kippur 
ends. Right before Neilah, Reb Aharon went over to a 
certain bachur and told him to go lay down. The 
bachur said, “If I stay with the man, I will miss the 
important Neilah Tefilos.” Reb Aharon said, “The man 
is probably lonesome and scared and needs someone to 

keep him company. It is the most important thing you 
could do right now.” Even on the most important day 
of the year, Reb Aharon was thinking about the 
feelings of a sick man. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rabbi Moshe Isserles (the Ram’ah)  
1530-1572 
 
R. Moshe Isserles was a 
great talmid chacham. He 
is known to the world as 
the Ramah. He wrote 
comments on the famous 
Shulchan Aruch and all 
Ashkenazi Jews, that is, 
Jews who come from the 
countries of Europe, 
follow his decisions in 
halacha. 
 
R. Moshe’s father’s name was R. Yisrael, and like 
many people named Yisrael, people called him Issur. 
R. Issur had a custom never to do business on Friday 
afternoon because he might forget to prepare for 
Shabbos and that would not be kovod for Shabbos. 
 
One Friday morning, a very wealthy man entered R. 
Issur’s stores and gave him a long list of things he 
wanted. R. Issur was very happy because he would 
make a handsome profit from the customer. R. Issur 
started to put the order together. It took R. Issur much 
longer than he thought an soon it was afternoon. When 
R. Issur realized that he must go home and prepare for 
Shabbos. He turned to his customer and asked him if 
he could come back after Shabbos to pick up his order, 
explaining that he never worked Erev Shabbos 
afternoon so that he could give proper kavod to 

Shabbos. The wealthy man got very angry and started 
screaming and shouting. 
 
He threatened to take his business to a different store, 
causing R. Issur to lose a great deal of money. 
Although R. Issur was sad to lose the money, he would 
not change his mind. He told the customer, “I’m sorry 
you feel that way but I have a minhag not to work on 
Erev Shabbos afternoon and I will not change that 
minhag.” 
 
Suddenly the man became very calm. He told R. Issur 
that he had been sent to test him to see how dedicated 
he was to his beautiful minhag. As a reward for being 
so strong by keeping to his minhag, the man gave R. 
Issur a bracha that he should have a son who would be 
a great talmid chacham and leader of the Jewish 
people. Not very long after that, R. Issur had a son. 
They named him Moshe but everyone who knew the 
story of the bracha that the customer had given him, 
called the boy Issurles, which means be belongs to 
Issur. Due to his tremendous kavod for Shabbos, R. 
Issur merited to have a son like R. Moshe Isserles. 
Every time we mention his name we remember his 
great father. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rabbi Yosef Dov HaLevi Soloveitchik  
1903-1993 
 
Rabbi Yosef Dov 
Soloveitchik was known 
as “The Rav” (the rabbi) 
to many Jews because he 
was the teacher of so 
many rabbis in America.  
Rabbi Soloveitchik lived 
in Boston where he was 
the rabbi of a large shul in New York and where he 
was the Rosh Yeshiva (Leader) of a big yeshiva. 
 
Even though the Rav spent most of his days teaching 
yeshiva students who were adults, the Rav always had 
enough time to learn Chumash with little children. He 
loved it when little children would teach him about the 
parsha. 
 
One Friday, when he was talking at a yeshiva in 
Boston, he saw a little child crying in the hall. He 
asked the child what was wrong and the child said that 
it was Friday and he had not yet learned about the 
parsha. The Rav immediately took the child into his 
office and taught him the whole parsha so the child 
could tell his parents all about the Parsha when he got 
home. 
 
The Rav used to say that it was very important for 
children to learn Parsha. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rav Yoel Teitelbaum (The Satmar Rebbe)  
1887-1979 
 
Rabbi Yoel Teitelbaum 
was the leader of the 
Satmar Chassidim. 
Everyone knew him as 
the Satmar Rebbe. The 
Satmar Rebbe lived in 
Hungary and was famous 
as a very holy Jew and 
leader of many 
chassidim. 
 
Then, Hitler the Rasha, (yimach shemo), came and 
started getting rid of the Jews. He got rid of many 
Satmar Chassidim and put the Satmar Rebbe in a jail 
called a concentration camp. The Satmar Rebbe 
learned and davened while he was in that nasty place. 
HaShem saved him and then he moved to America. 
 
In America, he spent most of his time helping the Jews 
that had escaped from Hitler (Y”S). His chassidim 
joined together and soon there were many Satmar 
Chassidim again. The Satmar Rebbe gave a lot of 
Tzedakah . . . and even to people who were not nice to 
him. 
Once there was even a man who was speaking lashon 
hara about the Rebbe in the newspaper. Sometime later 
this man’s daughter was getting married and he needed 
money to help her buy a house to live in. He knew that 
the Satmar Rebbe gave lots of Tzedakah. When the 
man left the chassidim said, “Rebbe, don’t you know 

that was the man who said bad things about you?”  The 
Satmar Rebbe said, “Of course I do, but we shouldn’t 
be angry with people. He needs the money and it is a 
mitzvah to help him.” Then the Rebbe thought that 
maybe he had given this man less tzedakah than he 
should have because he said bad things about him. The 
Rebbe called the man back and gave him even more 
Tzedakah. From this great Rebbe we learn to help 
another person in need . . . even if he was mean to us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rabbi Aryeh Levin (A Tzaddik in our Time) 
(?-1969) 
 
Rabbi Aryeh Levin is known 
to all as a “Tzaddik in our 
time.” There wasn’t a Jewish 
person R’ Aryeh Levin didn’t 
wan to help. During the time 
of the British Mandate, many 
Jews were taken as prisoners 
in Israel. R’ Aryeh Levin took 
it upon himself to visit the 
Jewish prisoners each and 
every Shabbos. He would 
bring back messages to their 
families of their well being. 
One snowy Shabbos in 
Yerushalayim, there wasn’t a single person walking 
through the streets. Only the footsteps of R’ Aryeh 
Levin could be found in the snow. As R’ Aryeh Levin 
trudged through the storm, he met another man. R’ 
Aryeh Levin told him he had many messages for the 
families of the Jewish prisoners, and would he mind 
helping to take a few of these messages. R’ Aryeh 
Levin was very concerned that the families would be 
worried if they did not get their Shabbos messages. 
Even in a gigantic storm, R’ Aryeh thought of his 
fellow people. Not a soul to be could in such a snow 
storm but R’ Aryeh. The man agreed to take the 
messages to the families. 
 

So we learn from R’ Aryeh Levin to love each and 
every Jew and try our best to do a chessed to the 
people that we may never ever think of! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reb Moshe Schreiber (The Chasam Sofer)  
(1763-1839) 
 
Rabbi Moshe Schreiber is 
known to the whole world 
as the Chasam Sofer which 
stands for Chidushei Toras 
Moshe. Sofer is Hebrew for 
Schreiber – which is 
someone who writes a 
Torah.  
 
The Chasam Sofer was a 
great talmid chacham from 
the time he was very 
young. When he was all grown up, he became a Rabbi 
of the city of Pressburg in Hungary and was the leader 
of the great yeshiva in that city. The Chasam Sofer 
also wrote great explanations of the Torah and 
answered many questions that people had about 
halachot. These answers were written down and people 
study them to this very day. 
 
When the Chasam Sofer was a young boy, he was sent 
to the city of Mainz to learn Torah. In Mainz, he lived 
with a family. Living in the same house was a soldier 
named Paull de Montfort. The soldier had the Chasam 
Sofer teach him to speak German. The soldier liked the 
Chasam Sofer because of his good Midos and came to 
respect the Jewish people because of the Chasam 
Sofer. Although the Chasam Sofer liked the soldier, he 
always felt bad that he had to take time from his Torah 
learning to give him German lessons. 

 
Many years later a number of Jews in Pressburg were 
arrested. The police also arrested the Chasam Sefer. 
They said that he was responsible because he was the 
Rabbi of these men. They wanted to kill the Chasam 
Sofer. When the Chasam Sofer entered the court, the 
judge took one look at him and said he could go free. 
The judge was the Chasam Sofer’s old friend, the 
soldier Paull de Montfort.  
 
The Chasam Sofer learned an important lesson from 
this event. Many times we do not understand why 
HaShem ha things happen to us. Sometimes we even 
feel bad. Only later do we see that HaShem was really 
preparing something that is very good for us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rabbi Shneur Zalman (The Alter Rebbe) 
(1745-1813) 
 
Reb Shneur Zalman of 
Liadi, the Baal HaTanya, 
taught many Jews Torah 
and helped them keep their 
Yiddishkeit in Russia, over 
200 years ago. The Russian 
government didn’t like 
this, so they arrested the 
Rav and put him in jail. No 
one knew where he was 
taken of whether he was 
even alive, and it was too 
dangerous to ask. 
 
Reb Shneur Zalman sat in prison day after day, with 
nothing to eat but a few fruits and vegetables. He 
would not eat non-Kosher food, even though he was so 
hungry and weak! The warden (head of the jail) tried 
to get him to eat some cooked food. “I can’t eat non-
kosher kitchen like this jail has!” declared the Rav 
 
“Well,” said the warden, “if I get you Kosher food, 
will you eat it?” The Rav replied, “Yes, but only if it is 
cooked by a Jew, and you personally take it from him 
and bring it to me!” 
 
So the warden searched secretly for a reliable Jew, and 
found a chossid, Reb Mordechai, who could give him 
the food. He didn’t tell Reb Mordechai who it was for, 
though! Of course, the chossid wondered. He decided 

to put a note on the bottom of the jar of food to find 
out if Reb Shneur Zalman might be getting this food, 
because then he can tell the Chassidim that the Rav is 
alive! He hoped the warden wouldn’t catch him by 
finding the note, because then he would probably be 
arrested, too. 
 
The next day the jar was returned. Reb Mordechai 
looked inside excitedly – and found that the 
mysterious prisoner had left over some food at the 
bottom, and sure enough, underneath it was a note! 
Reb Shneur Zalman wrote that he was already, and 
that there were certain things the Chasidim could do to 
help him get out of prison. Sure enough, soon 
afterwards the Rav was let out of jail—and all because 
he wouldn’t eat non-kosher food, even at the risk of his 
life! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rav Yisroel Salanter  
(1809-1883) 
 
Rav Yisroel Lipman was born in the town of Salant.  
When he grew up and became famous, people called 
him Yisroel from Salant. He is now known to 
everyone as Rav Yisroel Salanter. 
 
Rav Yisroel was a great talmid chacham. When he was 
a young man, he was very bothered, when he saw 
Jewish people not being nice to each other. He began 
to teach mussar (how to have good middos and be nice 
to each other). He showed us that a true Torah person 
must be a kind, good person. 
 
Rav Yisroel was attending a seuda. He went to the 
water barrel to wash netilas yadayim.  In those days, 
there were no faucets. Instead, someone would have to 
go to a well and draw the water Rav Yisroel took a cup 
of water and washed his hands pouring just enough to 
cover his hands, but not one drop more. He then went 
back to his seat and made Hamotzi and ate his bread. 
Everyone who saw this was very curious. Why didn’t 
Rav Yisroel use a lot of water to cover his hands for 
this mitzvah? 
 
Rav Yisroel explained, “It is true to use a lot of water 
to cover hands for netilas yadayim, however, the Torah 
also wants us to be careful not to make other people 
work too hard.  If I use a lot of water, the water carrier 
would have to bring more and more water from the 
well. I tried to use the right amount and not a drop 
more! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Rabbi Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld 
(1849-1932) 
 
Rabbi Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld 
was born in the country of 
Hungary about one hundred and 
fifty years ago. As a boy, Reb 
Yosef Chaim learned a lot of 
Torah and his Rebbes were very 
proud of him. When Reb Yosef 
Chaim was young man, he 
decided that he must live in 
Eretz Yisroel. In Eretz Yisroel, 
RebYosef continued learning 
Torah and doing mitzvot until 
he became a great talmid Chacham. Soon all of the 
Jews in Eretz Yisroel saw that Reb Yosef Chaim was 
really a Gadol and they asked him to be their rav. Reb 
Yosef Chaim was also the mohel of many of t he 
children in Yerushalayim. Many times he had to walk 
through huge snow storms or drenching rain to do a 
bris but he always came on time even if the bris was 
very far from his home.  
 
Ever since the Bais HaMikdash was destroyed, Jews 
go to daven at the Kosel HaMaaravi which is the last 
wall of the Bais HaMikdash that is still standing. The 
Kosel was located right in the middle of an Arab 
neighborhood. In those days, the Arabs who lived in 
Eretz Yisroel hated the Jews. They especially didn’t 
like Reb Yosef Chaim who left the country he was 
born in to move to Eretz Yisroel. One year, the Arabs 

got very angry and started killing Jewish people. When 
the Arabs started hurting the Jews, everybody stopped 
going to the Kosel because they were afraid for their 
lives. 
 
One year it was Yom Kippur and all of the Jews in 
Yerushalayim were very sad because they wanted to 
daven at the Kosel but the Arabs would not let them. 
Reb Yosef Chaim walked right through the Arab 
neighborhood to the Kosel and davened there on Yom 
Kippur. He knew that since he was going to daven to 
Hashem and he was concentrating on his tefilos, 
Hashem would protect him from the Arabs. Afterward, 
when Reb Yosef Chaim came safely home, he told the 
Jews not to worry because the time will come when 
Hashem will again let us daven at this place. Reb 
Yosef Chaim was right because now Hashem has 
given us back Yerusahalayim and we can daven at the 
Kosel any time we want. And soon, I”Y, Mashiach 
will come and the Kosel will be built into a Bais 
HaMikdash and Jews from all around the world will 
come to daven in that place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rabbi Yaacov Yisroel Kanievsky 
(  1899 - 1985) 
 
Rabbi Yaacov Yisroel 
Kanievsky was known 
as the Steipler Gaon, 
(Genius) because he 
came from the town of 
Haron Steipel. He grew 
up to become one of the 
leaders of Klal Yisroel. 
He also wrote many 
important seforim. 
 
The Steipler spent all of his life studying Torah and 
doing Mitzvos. He used to study until very late at night 
and then get up very early the next morning. He didn’t 
even notice losing sleep because he loved to learn 
Torah so much. 
 
When the Steipler was a young man he was forced to 
become a soldier in the Russian army. The soldiers 
tried to make the Steipler work on Shabbos, but he 
never would. One time they started to hit him to make 
him work on Shabbos, but he never did. The Steipler 
never wanted to take a chance of doing an aveira. 
 
One winter, the army sent him to stand outside the 
whole night and guard the camp. They gave him a 
warm coat to wear but, he wouldn’t wear it. The 
Steipler was afraid that the coat was made of wool and 
linen mixed together, shatnez. As the night went on 
and he got cold, he started to think about the things he 

had learned in the Torah. Soon, he forgot how cold he 
was and before he knew it, the sun came up and the 
night was over! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rabbi Avraham Yitzchack HaCohen Kook 
(1865-1935) 
 
Rav Kook was in Russia, 
but from the time he was a 
little boy, he dreamed of 
living in Eretz Yisrael. 
From a very young age, he 
studied Torah and Gemara, 
and was a brilliant student. 
By the time he was nine, 
he was known by many 
people in Russia as an 
illuy. He learned Torah day 
and night. If he didn’t learn 
even for a short period of 
time, he would feel very 
sad. 
 
Rav Kook thought that everything a Jew does should 
be holy. When he learned Torah he tried to speak only 
Hebrew, the Lashon Hakodesh, since it was the 
language of the Torah and davening. He tried to keep 
his thoughts pure also. He believed that only with 
Torah thoughts would he be able to wear his tallis and 
tefilin all day long. 
 
At first, he wanted to have regular job so that he could 
make money and have time to learn Torah, but the 
Chofetz Chaim told him to become a rabbi in Europe. 
Then he fulfilled the dream of his childhood and 
moved to Eretz Yisrael. Eventually he became the first 
chief rabbi of Eretz Yisrael. 

 
Rav Kook loved all Jews. He would travel to all the 
towns and villages in Eretz Yisrael, talking to the 
people to help them see the beauty of Torah and 
Mitzvot. 
 
He was very concerned for the farmers who worked 
very hard. He wrote letters to Jews all over the world 
urging them to buy their esrogim for Sukkos from the 
Jewish farmers in Eretz Yisrael. 
 
Rav Kook taught us an important lesson. We should 
always try to help another Jew even when we do a 
mitzvah for Hashem. If we buy our esrog from a 
Jewish farmer, we fulfill our mitzvah of Lulav and 
Esrog and we fulfill the mitzvah of helping another 
Jew earn a living. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rav Shlomo Yitzchaki, Rashi 
(1040-1105) 
 
Rav Shlomo Yitzchaki, 
known as Rashi, was one 
of the greatest people who 
wrote comments on the 
whole Torah. Rashi’s work 
has become a big, big part 
of our lives today, 
explaining many parts of 
the Torah clearly so we 
could understand. 
 
There is a story about 
Rashi’s father who was a 
merchant buying and selling beautiful diamonds. One 
day Rashi’s father took a business trip on a boat. He 
had a most precious diamond with him. There were 
some non-Jews who found out about theis diamond. 
They decided they wanted this diamond for their idol. 
They offered money to his father for the diamond, but 
he refused. No diamond of his would be used for an 
idol. They offered more money and more until they ran 
after him to grab it from him. Rashi’s father ran to the 
edge of the boat and throew the diamond into the 
water! Rashi’s father said it was better to throw it 
away than to use if for an idol. 
 
When hearing this story, people said that Rashi’s 
father would be blessed with a child who was a true 
jewel. And so he was! Rashi was born. As we all 
know, Rashi truly is a jewel among Klal Yisroel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rebbi Akiva Eiger  
(1766-1840) 
 
The Gemorah is part of our 
Torah. When Jewish boys 
grow up they begin to learn 
Gemorah and continue 
learning it for the rest of their 
lives. On just about every 
page of the Gemorah there 
are explanations from the 
great talmid Chacham –  
Rebbi Akiva Eiger. 
 
Rebbi Akiva Eiger was the chief rabbi in the city of 
Posen away with questions and problems. Rebbi Akiva 
Eiger always tried to answer them. He liked to help 
everybody in any way he could. 
 
One time Rebbi Akiva Eiger was traveling in a wagon 
on a dirt road. It started to rain and rain. The more it 
rained the muddier the road got. Soon the whole road 
was one big puddle of water and the wagon got stuck 
in the mud. When the wagon driver got down to push 
the wagon out of the mud, the water came up to his 
knees. He pushed and pushed and finally got the 
wagon out of the mud. When climbed back up on the 
wagon he took off his shoes to let them dry. Rebbi 
Akiva Eiger reached out of the wagon and handed him 
a dry pair of socks.  
 
“Here, put these on so your feet will be warm and you 
won’t catch cold.” 

 
As the driver put on the socks, he wondered where 
Rebbi Akiva Eiger had found an extra pair of socks. 
The next morning when they reached the town, the 
driver saw Rebbi Akiva Eiger get out of the wagon 
with shoes but no socks. He felt very sad that Rebbi 
Akiva Eiger had given him his own socks. Rebbi 
Akiva Eiger told him not to be sad. 
 
He said, “When I saw you with wet socks, I thought 
that it’s not fair for me to sit here in dry shoes and 
socks.” 
 
So Rebbi Akiva Eiger, who always tried to help 
people, gave the wagon driver his own socks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rabbi Yechezkel Landau (Noda B’yehuda)  
1713-1790 

 
Rabbi Yechezkel Landau 
was the chief Rabbi of the 
city of Prague. He wrote 
many seforim. One of them 
became so popular that 
people started calling him by 
its name, Noda B’yehuda. 
Aside from his many 
seforim, the Noda B’yehuda 
was an important community 
figure. When the Noda B’yehuda was a young man, a 
horrible machlokes, (dispute), broke out between Rav 
Yaakov Emden and Rav Yonason Eybeshutz.  Most of 
the Jews in Europe became involved. Some people 
approached Rav Landau and he was able to settle the 
machlokes. After that time, he became famous 
throughout Europe.  
 
When the Noda B’yehuda was Rav in Prague, a war 
broke out between many countries in Europe. For 
many years the fighting around Prague was very bad. 
Farms and buildings were destroyed and many people 
lost their lives. Hashem was kind and most of the 
Jewish community was spared any harm. In fact, many 
Jews started showing off their wealth. They dressed in 
very fancy clothes. They built large houses and they 
made large simchas such as Bar/Bas Mitzvahs and 
weddings. 
 

They would invite many people and hold parties well 
into the night. All of the food that they did not eat they 
would dump in the street. There were some poor Jews 
and many poor non-Jews who hated these wealthy 
Jews. The people were so jealous that they were 
getting ready to hurt the Jews. 
The Noda B’yehuda knew that he had to take some 
action. He made rules to help the community remain 
modest and avoid trouble with the local citizens. He 
said that people are not allowed to wear very fancy 
clothes in the streets. When they make a Bar/Bas 
Mitzvah, they can only invite a small number of 
people. They can only hire four musicians to play 
music. These rulers were meant for the rich people. 
The rich people became very angry with the Noda 
B’yehuda. They said that they were not going to pay 
for him to be the Rabbi in Prague. The Noda B’yehuda 
remained strong. In the end, everyone realized how 
wise the Noda B’yehuda was and agreed to cooperate 
with him. The Noda B’yehuda knew that for the good 
of the people, he had to teach them about being a 
tznius person. Tznius means more than covering our 
bodies. It means not showing off and making other 
people jealous. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rabbi Yisroel Spira (The Bluzhever Rebbe) 
1898-1989 
 
Rabbi Yisroel Spira 
became the Rabbi of a 
community in Galicia 
when he was a young man. 
As time went by, people 
heard of his good deeds. 
He attracted many 
followers who became his 
Chassidim. They called 
him the Bluzhever Rebbe. 
Then Hitler (Y”S) came to 
power and eh wanted to kill all the Jews. His wicked, 
evil soldiers took the Jews to a concentration camp 
called Bergen Belsen. The Rebbe worked very hard to 
help the Jews there. Soon everyone in the camp treated 
him as their Rebbe.  
 
One year as Chanukah approached, the people in 
Bergen Belsen realized that they had no candles or oil 
for their Chanukah Menorah. They did not want to 
miss the mitzvah of hadlakas ner Chanukah, so they 
took shoe polish to use for oil and strings from their 
clothing to use for wicks. When the first night of 
Chanukah came, everyone gathered quietly around the 
Bluzhever Rebbe to watch him light the Menorah. 
They were all terrified that the Nazis might find them 
and punish them. The Rebbe said the brachos and lit 
the menorah. Since it was the first night of Chanukah, 
the Bluzhever Rebbe said the bracha, Shehechiyanu, 
thanking Hashem who kept them alive to experience 

that moment. Everyone answered Amen to the Rebe’s 
bracha except one man who was upset he asked the 
Rebbe, “How can you say a bracha thanking Hashem 
for this moment when we are so hungry and scared and 
living in a concentration camp?” The Rebbe answered 
him, “I also was wondering how I could say this 
bracha with simchas, but when I looked around and 
saw all these people who risked their lives to see this 
menorah I became very happy. I said thank you 
Hashem, Shehechiyanu, who had kept me alive to see 
the greatness of the Jewish people.  
 
They never give up; even in the concentration camps 
they want to do Mitzvos. Surely these people will get 
out of here one day and rebuild their lives.” Many 
years later, the man who asked the question sent the 
Bluzhever Rebbe a message. He said, “Rebbe, you 
saved my life.” 
 
After the war, the Bluzhever Rebbe moved to 
America. In America he spent the rest of his life 
helping other people who survived the camps start 
their lives over. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rabbi Eliyahu Ben Shlomo (The Vilna Goan) 
1720-1797 
 
Rabbi Eliyahu Ben Shlomo 
is known to Jews around the 
world as the Vilna Goan. 
This is because he was a 
Gaon (Great) and he lived in 
the city called Vilna. 
 
When the Vilna Gaon was a 
little boy, he was already a 
Talmud Chocham. By the 
time he was Bar Mitzvah, he 
knew more Torah than many 
Jews older than himself. He 
grew up to be the greatest Talmud Chacham in the 
world. He explained many difficult things in the Torah 
that no one had ever been able to explain before. The 
people of Vilna loved and respected their Rabbi, the 
Vilna Gaon. The Vilna Gaon wanted to move to Eretz 
Yisroel because Eretz Yisroel was the home of the 
Jewish people. One day he finally decided to go. He 
packed his bags and got on the ship to begin the long 
trip to Eretz Yisroel. Suddenly, a gigantic storm came. 
The ship was tossed under the water and could not go 
on. The ship came back to the port and the Vilna Gaon 
got off and went back to Vilna. He understood that 
Hashem had sent the storm to tell him to stay in Vilna 
and help the people there.  
 
As the Vilna Gaon did more and more Mitzvos and 
learned more and more Torah, the Kedusha of being 

close to Hashem started to show in his face. One time, 
some bad men grabbed a Jewish boy and they were 
going to hurt him. Wearing his tallis and tefillin, the 
Vilna Gaon went to save the boy. When he came to 
where the bad men were, he said, “Let him go.” When 
the bad men looked at the Vilna Gaon and saw the 
Kedusha that was on him as he wore his tallis and 
tefillin, they got so scared that they ran away and never 
came back. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rav Yaakov Yitzchok Ruderman 
 (1901 - 1987) 
 
Rav Yaakov Yitzchok 
Ruderman was born in 
Russia.  He was born in the 
same city as Rabbi Yaakov 
Kamitzesky.  They were 
cousins.  He later moved to 
Baltimore and became the 
Rosh Yeshiva of Ner 
Yisrael.     
 
A Masmid 
 
Seforim were very rare in those days.  Once a special new 
Sefer was published.  It was called the “Or Somayach.”  
Everyone in Yeshiva wanted to learn this new Sefer.  One 
day a bochur brought this new sefer into the Yeshiva.  Rav 
Yaakov Yitzchak asked him if he could borrow it for the 
night.  That night he stayed up all night and learned the 
sefer by moonlight because he didn’t have a candle.  He 
finished the whole Sefer and was able to remember all of it!  
He was concentrating so hard!  His eyesight was ruined 
from reading in the dark but for R’ Yaakov Yitzchak, it was 
worth it..   
 
He loved seforim—each sefer was a treasure.  When he 
was older he had a wonderful seforim library in Baltimore.   
 
When he was 14 years old he completed learning Shas.  
When he was 18 years old Rav Ruderman wrote a sefer on 
a very difficult part of the Gemora.    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzensky  
(1863-1940) 
 
Rav Chaim Ozer for many 
years was the Chief Rabbi 
of the city of Vilna. He 
took upon himself personal 
responsibility to support 
the yeshivas in Lithuania 
and Poland. They all 
turned to him for advice 
and they recognized him as 
their leader. When Hitler 
(Y”S) began his war 
against the Jewish people, 
thousands of people turned 
to Rav Chaim Ozer for 
help and direction. He called all of the yeshivas to join 
him in Vilna. In Vilna, he worked very hard to help the 
Jews that were running from Hitler (Y”S). Many 
people were saved with the help of Rav Chaim Ozer. 
Rav Chaim Ozer loved the yeshivas and talmidei 
chachamaim. He also felt a responsibility to help every 
single Jew in any way that he could. 
 
One year, three weeks before Pesach, a young non-
religious Jew at the University of Vilna received a 
message. Rav Chaim Ozer wanted to see him. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rav Yisroel Meir Kagen (The Chofetz Chaim)  
(1838-1933) 
 
One time, the great Rabbi, the Chofetz Chaim, was 
riding on a train to his home town of Radin. At one of 
the stops, a Jewish man got on the rain and sat down 
next to the Chofetz Chaim. The Chofetz Chaim said, 
“Shalom Aleichem, where are you traveling to?” the 
man didn’t know who he was sitting next to so he 
answered, “To Radin to visit the great Chofetz 
Chaim.” The Chofetz Chaim was a very modest person 
so he said, “The Chofetz Chaim is not so great.” The 
man was very sad to hear this old man say bad things 
about the Chofetz Chaim. “How can you say bad 
things about the Chofetz Chaim? He is one of the 
grease tzadikim that ever lived.” The Chofetz Chaim 
answered, “I know him and he’s not such a great 
tzadik.” When he heard those words the man became 
very angry. He hit the Chofetz Chaim and changed to a 
different seat. As the train came to Radin, the man was 
very surprised to see that a large group of people had 
come to meet ht old man. He asked them why they had 
come to meet his old man and they told him, “Because 
he is the great Chofetz Chaim.” When the man heard 
this, he ran over to the Chofetz Chaim with tears 
streaming down his face and begged for forgiveness. 
The Chofetz Chaim felt very bad because he had made 
  the man so sad. He said that now he had learned a 
lesson. Just as we must never say loshon hara about 
other people, we must never say bad things about 
ourselves. 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rabbi Shaul Yedidyah Eliezer Taub  
(1886-1974) 
 
Rabbi Shaul Yedidyah Eliezer Taub was known to the 
world as the Modzhitzer Rebbe. The Modzhitzer 
Rebbe was famous because he was a big Talmud 
Chacham and he could compose beautiful songs.  
 
The Modzhitzer Chassidim were famous because they 
sang the songs of their Rebbe, particularly one special 
song called Ezkerah. Ezkerah was special because it 
was very beautiful and because of the special story 
about how it was composed. 
 
Once, the Modzhitzer Rebbe was sick and had to have 
an operation. But, the doctors in Berlin were afraid to 
give him the medicine to go to sleep, called anesthesia, 
because they thought it would make him sicker. They 
didn’t know what to do because if he did not go to 
sleep he would not be able to have the operation he 
needed. The Rebbe said, “Don’t worry, I’ll have the 
operation without the anesthesia, but first give me a 
few minutes to myself.” The Modzhitzer Rebbe 
concentrated on composing a beautiful song to 
Hashem. When he was deep in though and the song 
filled his head, the doctors began the operation and the 
Modzhitzer Rebbe did not even feel a thing. 
 
After he came home, he gathered his family around 
and said, “I brought you a present from Berlin”. Then 
he sang the Ezkerah for them. They sang it over and 
over and they loved it. Until this very day, the 
Modzhitzer Chassidim gather together to sing Ezkerah. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rav Moshe Feintstein  
7th Adar 1895 – 14th Adar 1986 
 
Rabbi Moshe 
Feintstein was one 
of the greatest 
Jews that ever 
lived in this 
country. He knew 
all of the Torah 
(much of it by 
heart). People came to him from all around the world 
to ask him what to do and how to live according to the 
Torah and he always helped them. 
 
Reb Moshe lived to be a very old man and he was very 
respected by Jews everywhere. But, Reb Moshe never 
thought he was too great to help another person. 
 
One time, a few days before Succos, the old shamash 
in Reb Moshe’s yeshiva was building a Succah. He 
was having a problem putting up the schach. The 
shamash came to Reb Moshe and asked him if he 
could send some yeshiva bachurim to help him put up 
the schach. Instead of asking bachurim to help put up 
the schach, Reb Moshe took a ladder, climbed up and 
put on the schach himself. What a lesson we learn 
from the great Reb Moshe Feinstein. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rabbi Dovid Tzvi Hoffman  
(1843 - 1921) 
 
Rabbi Dovid Tzvi Hoffman was born in Hungary and 
studied in the Yeshiva of the Gadol, Rabbi Moshe 
Schick, who was called by his students Maharam 
Schick. When he was twenty, Rabbi Hoffman moved 
to Berlin where he studied for many years under Rabbi 
Ezriel Hisdehseimer, also a Gadol, who was the chief 
Rabbi of Berlin. He was one of the very best students 
in the Yeshiva, and was eventually appointed the Rosh 
Yeshiva of the Yeshiva in Berlin. 
 
Rabbi Hoffman was famous as a Gadol for two very 
different reasons. First, he lived in a time when not all 
the Jews believed that the Torah was given at Har 
Sinai and Rabbi Hoffman used to speak all the time 
about how sure he was the Torah was given to us by 
Hashem. Everyday and every time he could, that was 
what he would speak about. Many Jews listened to 
what he said and began to observe Mitzvos. 
 
Also, Rabbi Hoffman loved to see all Jews doing 
Mitzvos very much and he used to fight with the 
government of Germany to let the Jews do Mitzvos. 
Germany did not want is Jews and it would make laws 
that would make it too hard to keep Mitzvos. 
 
Rabbi Hoffman would fight these laws with every 
ounce of his strength. Every day would help Jews keep 
Mitzvos. 
 

When Rabbi Hoffman died, all the Jews of Berlin cried 
because they had lost their teacher and Rebbe.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rav Eliezer Silver 
(1882 - 1968)  
 
Rabbi Eliezer silver 
was a great, great 
rabbi. He was the 
chief of all the rabbis 
in America. 
 
When Hitler (Y”S) 
wanted to hurt the 
Jews in Europe, 
Rabbi Silver organized the Vaad Hatzolah to raise 
money and try to save as many Jews as possible. After 
the war, the Vaad Hatzolah tried to help those Jews 
who had been hurt by Hitler (Y”S). rabbi silver 
himself traveled to Europe to help the Jews. He 
especially tried to find Jewish children who had been 
given to non-Jews to be raised as non-Jews and try to 
save them from Hitler (Y”S). After the war these 
families did not want to give the children back! Rabbi 
Silver tried to find them but the non-Jews hid them. 
One time he was in a non-Jewish school, and he asked 
if there were any Jews there. They said, “No – there 
are none!” So, he went out into the courtyard of the 
school and he began to shout – “SHEMA 
YISROEL”…unit he heard a tiny little voice cry out – 
“I am a Jew!” Rabbi Silver went back and forced the 
non-Jews to gibe him the little boy. Rabbi Silver found 
many Jewish children and brought them back to 
Yiddishkeit – some, however, were never found! 
 
 

Rav Yisroel Meir Kagen (The Chofetz Chaim) 1839-
1933 
 
One time, the great Rabbi, the Chofetz Chaim, was 
riding on a train to his home town of Radin. At one of 
the stops, a Jewish man got on the rain and sat down 
next to the Chofetz Chaim. The Chofetz Chaim said, 
“Shalom Aleichem, where are you traveling to?” the 
man didn’t know who he was sitting next to so he 
answered, “To Radin to visit the great Chofetz 
Chaim.” The Chofetz Chaim was a very modest person 
so he said, “The Chofetz Chaim is not so great.” The 
man was very sad to hear this old man say bad things 
about the Chofetz Chaim. “How can you say bad 
things about the Chofetz Chaim? He is one of the 
grease tzadikim that ever lived.” The Chofetz Chaim 
answered, “I know him and he’s not such a great 
tzadik.” When he heard those words the man became 
very angry. He hit the Chofetz Chaim and changed to a 
different seat. As the train came to Radin, the man was 
very surprised to see that a large group of people had 
come to meet ht old man. He asked them why they had 
come to meet his old man and they told him, “Because 
he is the great Chofetz Chaim.” When the man heard 
this, he ran over to the Chofetz Chaim with tears 
streaming down his face and begged for forgiveness. 
The Chofetz Chaim felt very bad because he had ma 
de the man so sad. He said that now he had learned a 
lesson. Just as we must never say Loshon Horah about 
other people, we must never say bad things about 
ourselves. 
 
 



Rabbi Avraham Yitzchack HaCohen Kook 
1865-1935 
 
Rav Kook was in Russia, 
but from the time he was a 
little boy, he dreamed of 
living in Eretz Yisrael. 
From a very young age, he 
studied Torah and Gemara, 
and was a brilliant student. 
By the time he was nine, he 
was known by many people 
in Russia as an illuy. He 
learned Torah day and 
night. If he didn’t learn 
even for a short period of 
time, he would feel very sad. 
 
Rav Kook thought that everything a Jew does should 
be holy. When he learned Torah he tried to speak only 
Hebrew, the Lashon Hakodesh, since it was the 
language of the Torah and davening. He tried to keep 
his thoughts pure also. He believed that only with 
Torah thoughts would he be able to wear his tallis and 
tefilin all day long. 
 
At first, he wanted to have regular job so that he could 
make money and have time to learn Torah, but the 
Chofetz Chaim told him to become a rabbi in Europe. 
Then he fulfilled the dream of his childhood and 
moved to Eretz Yisrael. Eventually he became the first 
chief rabbi of Eretz Yisrael. 
 

Rav Kook loved all Jews. He would travel to all the 
towns and villages in Eretz Yisrael, talking to the 
people to help them see the beauty of Torah and 
Mitzvot. 
 
He was very concerned for the farmers who worked 
very hard. He wrote letters to Jews all over the world 
urging them to buy their esrogim for Sukkos from the 
Jewish farmers in Eretz Yisrael. 
 
Rav Kook taught us an important lesson. We should 
always try to help another Jew even when we do a 
mitzvah for Hashem. If we buy our esrog from a 
Jewish farmer, we fulfill our mitzvah of Lulav and 
Esrog and we fulfill the mitzvah of helping another 
Jew earn a living. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rav Chaim Michael Dov Weissmandl 
(1903-1957) 
 
Rav Chaim Michael Dov 
Weissmandl, known as 
Reb Michoel Ber, was 
born in Hungary.  
Already as a young child, 
he learned much Torah 
and was able to 
understand Seforim and 
learning as if he were an 
adult.  Later Rav Michoel 
Ber became a Rabbi and 
Rosh Yeshiva. 
 
During the time of World 
War II, Hitler (Yimach 
Shemo) was very, very wicked and tried to wipe out all 
of the Jews.  He put them into camps and made them 
work very hard.  They were taken on trains to the 
camps where they were guarded by police so they 
could not escape. 
 
One dreary day, Rav Michoel Ber was captured by the 
Nazi police (who were Hitler’s y”s soldiers).  He was 
taken on the train and guarded.  Rav Michoel Ber 
knew he had to escape so he could help save Jews 
from this sad event. While the train was still moving, 
Rav Michoel Ber jumped off the train. The soldiers 
wondered where he went but couldn’t find him. Rav 
Michoel Ber dedicated his life to saving thousands of 
Jews from Hitler (y”s). He loved every Jew! 

 
 
 
 


