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“Hashem Is Always Watching” Story of R’ Zundel 
PowerPoint Presentation 

By Rochele Abraham 
 

Grade Level: Elementary-Middle School 
 
Description: 
A PowerPoint presentation detailing a story about R' Zundel of Salant where he teaches a wagon driver the lesson that 
Hashem is always watching us and our actions.  Use this presentation as an introduction or supplement to a lesson on 
Hashem’s involvement in and guidance of our lives.  This would be especially appropriate for the Yamim Noraim time or 
when learning the mishnah in Pirkei Avos (2:4) that deals with this concept. 
 
Goals/Objectives: 
Students will internalize the message that Hashem is always watching us by viewing this presentation and discussing the 
ramifications to their daily lives. 
 
Materials Needed: 

• Laptop 
• Projector 

 
Instructions: 

1. Use this as a starter to a lesson or as a complete lesson.  
2. Teach the students the mishnah in Pirkei Avos that talks about Hashem watching us. 
3. Have the students view the presentation. 
4. Discuss the story and the lessons that are brought out from the story. 
5. Encourage class discussion as to how knowing that Hashem is watching us can impact us in our daily lives. 
6. Ask students to give examples when they wanted to do something bad, but decided not to although no one would 

have known the difference. 
7. Emphasize that Hashem also sees the good that we may think goes unnoticed. 

 
Variation: 

• Tell the story of R' Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev where he asked his community for chametz on Erev Pesach and not 
one person had but when asked for snuff that had been banned by the king, people had some hidden away. 



Reb Zundel of Salant was once Reb Zundel of Salant was once 
being driven in a horse drawn cart.  being driven in a horse drawn cart.  

When they came to a field of hay, the When they came to a field of hay, the 
driver stopped and said to Rdriver stopped and said to R’’ Zundel,Zundel,



““Will you please keep watch for me Will you please keep watch for me 
that no one sees while I get hay for that no one sees while I get hay for 

my horse?my horse?””

Reb Zundel remained silent.Reb Zundel remained silent.



The driver got off the cart.  As he The driver got off the cart.  As he 
bent down to steal some hay, Rbent down to steal some hay, R’’
Zundel called out;Zundel called out;



The driver The driver 
immediately immediately 
dropped the dropped the 
hay, ran back hay, ran back 
to the cart, to the cart, 
and jumped and jumped 
onto the seat.onto the seat.

In no time at all,In no time at all,
he had the horsehe had the horse
galloping awaygalloping away
at full speed.at full speed.



As he drove away he turned around, As he drove away he turned around, 
but there was not a soul in sight.but there was not a soul in sight.



“You lied to 
me” he said 
reprovingly

"חס ושלום" said Reb 
Zundel.  “I told you 

the truth, they were 
watching!”

“Who?” asked 
the driver.  “I 

didn’t see a 
soul.”



““Up thereUp there””
replied Reb Zundel, replied Reb Zundel, 
pointing to the pointing to the 
heavens.heavens.



And so with us, 
He’s up there 

and everywhere, 
ALWAYS

watching andlistening



““ThereThere’’s a watchful s a watchful 
Eye, an attentive Ear Eye, an attentive Ear 
above you, and all your above you, and all your 
deeds are recorded in a deeds are recorded in a 

bookbook”” אא::פרקי  אבות בפרקי  אבות ב


