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Appreciating the Creator Sheets
By Malkah Danziger

Grade level:  preschool-1st

Description:
This series of homework sheets is based on the idea that Hashem created a perfect world with our best interests in mind.
The children were asked to think about many different things, such as their noses or the rainfall, and consider how each
thing was created for our benefit.  This is a wonderful way to inculcate Hakaras Hatov in the children towards Hashem and
also to get the parents involved.

Goals/objectives:
Students (and parents) will strengthen their belief in in Hashem as the Creator by seeing plan, purpose and kindness in
His creations.

Materials needed:
Standard paper for copy machine. 
Vellum Bristol quality for cover and back if teacher wishes to collate responses and make a booklet at the end of the
year (preferably with a GBC binder).

Instructions:
At the end of our tefillah, the boys would sight read from a oak tag chart 'Ani ohev et Hashem' and the girls would sight
read 'Ani ohevet et Hashem'  This would be followed by the song, 'Hashem made the raindrops'. 
Every so often Morah would pop a question, like those on the sheets. A simple sketch would be added to the chart to
represent the idea discussed.   We often discussed the question over a period of several days, after which a sheet
would go home.
The sheets with responses and illustrations would be shown and read to the class the following day to highlight their
importance. 
The homework sheets were saved in a file cabinet with the intention that they be collated and made into a booklet at
the end of the school year.
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Our children have been doing some special ‘thinking’.  As part of tefillah
(prayers)*, we are exploring some ideas of why Hashem made the world the
way He did.  Had He done things differently, life would be much more
difficult...or downright impossible!  We are beginning to see Hashem’s
kindnesses towards us.  

Today, your child is bringing home the first of our special ‘thinking’
sheets.  It is based on one of our discussions.  If your child  needs guidance,
it’s okay for family members to give  h i n t s  that will lead to some kind of
conclusion.  We look forward to seeing what your child comes back with.

Hashem has good reasons
for everything He does.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

*As implied in your siddur in h ¥r §J ©t ~Tehilim 145, verses 4-6
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       Hashem has good reasons for everything He does.                                         
                                            Here is what I figured  out.               _________________ o ¥J

Please write in captions next to your child’s illustrations so that we can properly acknowledge your child’s ideas.



Show what would you have to do to get things to grow if there were no such thing as rain?  

Draw pictures to show what trees, bushes, flowers and vegetable plants look like when Hashem sends rain
(which He does for free).

o ¤J¤d

                           Hashem has good reasons for everything He does.                                         
                                            Here is what I figured  out.               _________________ o ¥J

Please write in captions next to your child’s illustrations so that we can properly acknowledge your child’s ideas.



Hashem did not have to create us with knees,
but He did!

What are some things you would not be able to do
if your legs were one long piece 

and  did not have knees?

o¦H ©F §r ¦C

                           Hashem has good reasons for everything He does.                                         
                                            Here is what I figured  out.               _________________ o ¥J

Please write in captions next to your child’s illustrations so that we can properly acknowledge your child’s ideas.



Hashem did not give me whiskers.

Why did He give whiskers to kittens?

Me 
walking in the dark.

A kitten 
walking in the dark.

o ©p §G
kU,j̈ ¤v  

                           Hashem has good reasons for everything He does.                                         
                                            Here is what I figured  out.               _________________ o ¥J

Please write in captions next to your child’s illustrations so that we can properly acknowledge your child’s ideas.
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HASHEM DID NOT HAVE TO
CREATE CATTLE...BUT HE DID.

WHY?
Write in or illustrate your examples in each box.

Leather Products

Meat Products

Work

Milk Products

                           Hashem has good reasons for everything He does.                                         
                                            Here is what I figured  out.               _________________ o ¥J

Please write in captions next to your child’s illustrations so that we can properly acknowledge your child’s ideas.



©jh ¦y ©c£t

Hashem could have made watermelon grow
from a tree...like most fruit. 

Instead, He made it grow on the ground.

What awful thing might happen if a
watermelon fell from a tree onto

something or someone, G-d forbid?
Show what would probably happen to a
watermelon if it fell from a tree onto

the ground?

How does this show Hashem’s kindness to us?

                           Hashem has good reasons for everything He does.                                         
                                            Here is what I figured  out.               _________________ o ¥J

Please write in captions next to your child’s illustrations so that we can properly acknowledge your child’s ideas.
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Most fruits and vegetables are green
when they are growing.  

Hashem only changes their colors later.
Why?

                                                           
                                                           
                                                           

Draw a picture of green tomatos
hiding among the leaves of a tomato plant.

Draw a picture of red, ripe tomatos
showing among the leaves of a tomato plant.

                           Hashem has good reasons for everything He does.                                         
                                            Here is what I figured  out.               _________________ o ¥J

Please write in captions next to your child’s illustrations so that we can properly acknowledge your child’s ideas.



; ©t
Hashem could have made us with

two holes for nostrils on a flat face.

Instead, Hashem made noses that stick out and put
our nostrils underneath the part that sticks out.

Why?
                                                           
                                                           
                                                           

Draw  a picture of a situation which shows why you need to have your nose stick out.

                           Hashem has good reasons for everything He does.                                         
                                            Here is what I figured  out.               _________________ o ¥J

Please write in captions next to your child’s illustrations so that we can properly acknowledge your child’s ideas.



,IgC̈ §m ¤t

Hashem could have made us with hooves or paws like an animal.

Instead, He created us with fingers.

Show how you would eat if you had
hooves or paws instead of fingers.

Show the parts of your clothing for
which you need fingers.

Show some toys that you can only
play with because you have fingers.

If you have more ideas of why Hashem made us with fingers,
show them on the other side of this page.

                           Hashem has good reasons for everything He does.                                         
                                            Here is what I figured  out.               _________________ o ¥J

Please write in captions next to your child’s illustrations so that we can properly acknowledge your child’s ideas.
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                                            Here is what I figured  out.               _________________ o ¥J

Please write in captions next to your child’s illustrations so that we can properly acknowledge your child’s ideas.



Hashem makes the leaves of most trees fall off
before the winter.

Here are some ways our lives would be different
 if the leaves would not fall off the trees...
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                           Hashem has good reasons for everything He does.                                         
                                            Here is what I figured  out.               _________________ o ¥J

If you have added your own sheets to this series, 
or made improvements to the original handouts,

please send copies of them to

M. Danziger
18 Whispering Pines

Lakewood, NJ  08701.

Thank You!
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