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“Mitzvos Im Mayim” Lesson and 
Bulletin Board 

By Torah Umesorah Lakewood Teacher Center 
 

Grade Level: Elementary, Middle School 

 
Description: 

This “Mitzvos with Water” bulletin board 
depicts eight different mitzvos that are 
associated with water. The mitzvos included 
are Tefillas Geshem, Netilas Yadayim, 
Tashlich, Kiddush Yadayim V’Raglayim, 
Tevilas Keilim, Mayim Shelanu, Mayim 
Acharonim, and Nisuch Hamayim. The 
accompanying lesson broadens the 
students’ knowledge of the mitzvos by 
giving a detailed explanation of each. The 
students will gain from the lesson and will 
refer to the beautiful photographs on the 
bulletin board for review.  
 
What to download: 

 Download the print-ready PDF file (includes lesson plan/instructions). 

 OPTIONAL: Download the individual jpg file for a print-and-hang image. (Does not 
include lesson plan). 

 
Goals/Objectives: 
Students will explain eight mitzvos that are associated with water and thereby gain an 
appreciation for this vital gift. 
 
Materials Needed: 

 Bubble bulletin board paper 

 Color printer 

 Large format color printer (for 13”x19”) 

 Laminator (optional) 
 
Instructions: 

1. Print the pictures, ribbons, and water splashes. Refer to the individual pages for 
printing sizes (8.5”x11”, 11”x17”, and 13”x19”). 

2. Hang the bulletin board paper. 
3. Arrange the pictures, ribbons and splashes on the board. Use the accompanying 

screenshot of the completed bulletin board as a guide. 
4. Teach and discuss the accompanying lesson about each of the mitzvos. 
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Lesson:  

  תפילת גשם (1
This picture is placed in the center of the bulletin board to emphasize the fact that if 

we merit the fall of rain, it is "גשמי ברכה" that will enable us to live and be able to 
perform all the mitzvos that use water!  

A special Tefillah known as "תפילת גשם" is recited in Mussaf on Shemini Atzeres of 

Sukkos. We ask Hashem to send us rain, as rain is the source of all life and sustenance. 

As we said before, it is גשמי ברכה!!  

 נטילת ידים (2
This is the Mitzvah of washing one’s hands:  

1) In the morning upon awakening  
2) Before making the Bracha of Hamotzi 

 תשליך (3

  The Mitzvah of Tashlich is done on the first day of Rosh Hashana after davening 

Mincha. We go to a river or a lake, preferably with fish, and we recite the Tefillah of 

Tashlich where we symbolically throw our aveiros into the water and we ask Hashem for 

rachmanus and kindness. 

 קדוש ידים ורגלים (4

 This refers to the Mitzvah that all Kohanim had during the times of the Mishkan and 

the Bais Hamikdash. Hashem commanded Moshe Rabeinu to make a special Kli called 

the Kiyor (wash basin). It was made of נחשת (copper) and it was placed between the Ohel 

Moed and the Mizbeach. Prior to entering the Mishkan to do their Avodah, the Kohanim 

prepared themselves by washing their hands and feet with the water contained inside the 

Kiyor. 

 טבילת כלים (5

 This Halacha is for all metal and glass utensils that are made by a non-Jew that will 

be used for food. They require Tevilah in a Mikva before being used for the first time. 

The brachah of "על טבילת כלים" is recited before the Tevilah.  

  מים שלנו (1

 The dough that is used for Pesach matzah, both matzah shemurah and matzah 
peshutah, is only permitted to be made with water called "מים שלנו".  

What is מים שלנו? It is water that was drawn from a well and then sat out for at least 12 
hours. Letting the water sit out prevents the possibility that the water would have been 
too warm immediately after being drawn from the well. The warmth of the water would 
then cause the dough to become Chametz, Chas Veshalom! A special, nice Kli should be 
used for the מים שלנו to show our חיבוב, affinity, for the mitzvah.  

  מים אחרונים (2

 It is a Takanah of Rabbanim, as brought down in the Gemara, to wash your hands 
one time at the end of a meal before reciting Birkas Hamazon. This washing of the hands 
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can be done with or without a cup. Most people use some sort of cup for מים אחרונים, 
and there are many who have a special, decorative Kli designated for מים אחרונים. 

  ניסוך המים (3

 We will discuss the origin of this special Mitzvah.  

 The mitzvah of ניסוך המים was done only on Chag HaSukkos during the time of the 
Bais Hamikdash. Every day of the year, there was the Mitzvah of "ניסוך היין", which was 
the pouring of wine on the Mizbeach before bringing the Karbon Tomid. However, on 
Sukkos, there was the additional special Mitzvah of pouring "שלשה לוגים מים", three 
lugim of water, onto the Mizbeach. The water for this mitzva was taken from the  מעין"

 which was a well that was located right near the Bais Hamikdash. The waters ,השילוח"
drawn from the מעין השילוח are referred to as "מעיני הישועה", waters of salvations and 
waters of Simcha, as the pasuk in ישעיהו י"ב says:  הישועה""ושאבתם מים בששון ממעיני .  

 There is a very special reason why Hashem chose to have this mitzvah done 
specifically on Sukkos. It is brought down in the Rambam:  

פין ה"ו(על המים" )פ"י מהלכות תמידין ומוס"בחג נידונין    

 On Sukkos we are being judged for water – how much we will have or not have 

during the new year. Because we are being judged for water on Sukkos, the Torah gives 

us the unique opportunity of this great water-related mitzvah, ניסוך המים, to help be "מזכה" 

us, to make us “worthy” of the brachah of Mayim.  

(As Chazal say in א'-ר"ה ט"ז :  

"(ג כדי שיתברכו להם גשמי ברכהנסכו לפני מים בח: "למה אמרה תורה נסכו מים בחג אמר הקב''ה  

 The mitzvah of ניסוך המים was done with intense simcha and rejoicing. The Kohanim, 

Leviim, and all of Bnei Yisroel joined in this mitzvah. The actual ניסוך המים was followed 

by music, singing, and dancing. The simcha was so great and palpable that anyone who 

participated in the mitzvah was affected by the happiness! 

 The mitzvah was called "שואבה ."שמחת בית השואבה refers to the drawing of the water 

from the מעין השילוח. Chazal tell us: "מי שלא ראה שמחה זו, לא ראה שמחה מימיו" Whoever did 

not witness this happiness of the שמחת בית השואבה for ניסוך המים, never truly saw 

happiness in his days.  

 

May we all be זוכה to be able to actively rejoice in the simchah of שמחת בית השואבה 

and in the mitzvah of ניסוך המים! 
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